"PREACHED... 


+ To the Right Honourable the 1 


Mayor, and Court of Aldermen of the 


City of London, at their Anniverſary. 
,0n Eaſter Monday April 1652, 
at the SPITTLE. 


WHEREIN 
The Unity of the Saints with Chriſt , the Þ 
Head, and eſpecially with the Church, the Body ; - 


With che duties thence ariſing, are endeavoured 
to be cleared. 


Tending to heale our Rents and Diviſions. 
The ſecond Imprefſion,corre&ted by the Authour, 


By STz pusx Manxsnal BD, and Miniſter of the $ 
Goſpel at Finchingfield i in Eſſex. 
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x Cor, 12.1 3, 
B S, Pirit we are all baptized int one body, whether wee be 
ran: or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, aud have been 4 
, Amar to drinks into one oy was 


There hoe hve the "cal and peaoe 


md 


To the 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 
THE 
Lord Mayor , and Court of Alder. 


men , of the famous City of 
LONDON.. . 


Right Honourable : 
Q&A ? earneſt deſire to help quench the flames of our 
> Jy 6 Church-diuiſions, which threaten deſtrufi- 
.H NA & 07 to 44 all , put mee upon the ſtudy of this 
WIS Theame, when 1was called to Preach at your 
late ſolemne «Anniverſary meeting ; the ſame 
deſire bath perſwaded me to yeeld ready obedience to your Or- 
der for the publiſhing of it. 1 doubt not, Lut as it was the 
rayer of our bleſſed Savicur, That all his Saints might 
be one ſoit # the deſire of all true Chriſtians , that Jeſus 
Chuſt wonld make all bis to be of one mind, and of one heart, 
and when they cannot be of one min de, yet to be of one heart, 
and 1 am. as aſſured, that in bis due tzmebe wlll effe# it ;,- 
an: whe 


"I "hw — 0 > 
.  ————_— 


when that bleſſed time is approaching, ſuch DoArines,as thy 


plaine Sermon holds forth, will be more ſerlouſly fludied, and 
more readily embraced, then they are at this, day. = 

If this mite may contribute any thing to it, yea, if it doe 
but provoke druided and ingaged men, to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, whether theſe things bere delzvered be true, or not, and 
eſpecially, if it occaſion ſome other of bis ſeruants, who have 
\. ou; greater ability, and more leaſure, to aviſe, and put 
their hand to this worke of reconciliation, and pacification; 
I ſhould then hope, that the Day-ſtar of our peace begun to 
appear ; bowever, [ have wee in the diſcharge of my duty, 
and humbly commend the healing of all our breaches to him, 
who is the Prince of peace ; tohim alſo I commend your ſelyes 
and your great work, and ſubſcribe my ſelfe, 


Your Servant in, and for the Lord, 


STEPHEN, MARSH ALL. 
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The Unity of the Saints with Chrift, and 
eſpecially among themſelves. 


Rom. 12. 45. | 
For 4s we have many members in one body, and all menibeys 
bave not the ſame office, ſo we, being many, ave one body 
8 Chriſt, and every one members one of another, 


=. Hat you may the better underſtand the wue 
1 {cope of the Holy Ghoſt. in theſe woeds, ir is 
I, | neceffary that I carry you 3 little back. The 
«5 , Apoſtle having inthe eleyen fit Chapters at 
large opened the DoQtine of Faith, begins in 
thistwelfch Chapter with the ſecond part of 
= - our Chriſtian Religion, which is the DoEtine 
of Eyangelicall obedience, and there - ficſt propounds the ge- 
nerall nature of it, That it is a giv:ng up of owr ſelves robe hol 
and living ſacrifices unto God, yeelding unto him 4 —__ 
ervice. 
4 Secondly, He (ers ic out by the generall rule of it, and thatis firſt 
Negative, notto bee conformed to the world, the modes, and 
omes, and manners of men. And Sunedly Poa vines ſcarch 
and know witha renewed minde, whar is the will of God, and, as 
the will of God is diſcovered, to imbrace and obey it, acknow- 
ledging ito be a good and an acgeptabla will to us ; thele rwo are 
enerall. | 
Then in the next place hee begivs more particulacly to ſhew 
wherein this will ot God doth or what he bath revealed for 
the direion of his peo ple. Andiin the third verſe he doth pro- 
pound one particular rule, to which (becauſe he would have it take 
the beger place) he makes this Preface, 1 ſay, through the - gr 
that.ts. given me ; — bave laid , I propoun Nara 
WAIC 
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The tnity of the Saints with Chriſt, 


ich throu ». Iwell doderſtand.to.be a moſt excellent and 
A ule;vit.T hat Ms jm bt eartfull 19.cwploythat 
talent, which the Lord hath truſted him with,within the com- 
paſſe of his owne line and place, _— to be uſcfull and profi- 

le to the whole , that 15 the ſcope of thoſe words, That no 
max ſhould thinke mare highly of bimſelfe, then be ought to 
thinke, bat to think, ſoberly, according 4s God hath dealt to eve- 
ry man the meaſure of faith, the ſame thing which the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 12.7. means by the manifeſt ation of the Spirit, which ts 
given taevery man to profit withall, to he fairhfull in the imploy- 
mentof that talenc, which the Lord hath berruſted him with, and to 
uſe it- within the bounds of his own. line and calling,and'not to thruſt 
himſelfe into other mens officeor worke, which the Apotlle after- 
ward more fully profecutes verſe 6, 7, 8. Now becaule ſome man 
might a Jittle wonder that the Apoſtle ſhould begin with this, as. 


the very firſt duty,which he impoſerh upon Chriftians, that there» 


Epheſ. 4+ 26, 


fore theneceſſity and weight of it mighr the more appear, he uſeth 
a 'moſt apt and elegant fimilitude;look as it is in the natural body of 
man, the members are yery many, take the joynts and finews,nerves, 
and yaines, &c, there are abundance of them, and every one of them 


-is indowed with ſome faculty or other , and all the multitude of 


members doe make but one body , wherein every member doing 
irs owne office, the whole is nouriſhed , and ſhould they neglect 
the performance of what God in Nature had intruſted them with , 
or ſhould not eachof them keepe totheir owne worke, this neg- 
le & or diſorder would tend to the deſtruction of the whole ; even 
{o hath the Lord appointed and ordered it in the Church of Chrilt, 
that all the people of God, fcatrered throughout the world,thoug|1 
their muſtrude' bee- not:ro be numbred, yet all theſe are all com- 
pacted by the Lords inftitution into one body, and in this one body, 
they are all of them not-onely'members of ſeſus Chriſt the head, 
but every one of them members one of another, and given gifts and 
abilities to be imployed by them for their common good, each nee- 
ding another, each b5tn to helpe-one another, and by what every 
one is bound in his place to ſupply,the whole Churcty,(which is the 
body of Chrift)growes up-to'pertedtion, as is molt excellently laid 


down, Epheſc4.16. ' - } | 
ryourdimy Tem,/'\and opened the gene- 


And thus'I haye' wg 
ral-{cope apd meaning of it, What! wordK in themſclves \doe con- 
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raine the Unity of the Saints in one body with Chriſt the head, and 
each of them one with another, from which without any more pre- 


 amble or interpretation, I propound this one onely Lefſon,viz. 


The whole Charch, tr the colleftion or aggregation of all t he The general 
Saints, are one body in Chriſt, of which body Chriſt is the head, DoRtine pco+ 
and all the Saints are members, pounded, 

Which I will indeayour briefly toexplain,and then come to that 
branch which I have choſen-to inſiſt upon this day. 
Know then that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Scripture is ſaid to RY 
have a twofold body,che one a natural body, that body which was © E900 
conceived in the wombe of the Virgin, which was borne into the 
world, wherein Chriſt lived, which dyed, roſe againe, and is now 
aſcended up into heayen , this natural body of Chriſt is not the bo- 
dy meant in my Text. 
Bur ſecondly, Chriſt hath another body very often mentioned in And explained 
the Scripture , which is called his myſticall body, or a body in a 
myltery : but becauſe that may be looked upon, bur as a blinde, 
which every man may interpret according to his owa fancy, there- 
fore the Spirit of God hath taught'us, that the colleQion or aggre- 
gation, or the thus gathering together of all the Saints in one, which 
the Scripeure cals the body of Chriſt, though it be not his naturall 
body, yetit is to him 4s his naturall body, and this I pray you to 
marke, and give me leave to prove, becauſe it is the onelyfounda- 
tion of all the Diſcourſe, that I am this day to make toyou ; I fay, 
The Church, when the Scripture cals it che body of Chriſt, is co 
him , 4s his naturall body, that is, they ſtand to Chrilt in the ſame 
relation that the naturall body doth ſtand to the naturall head , and 
Chriſt tinds to them in the ſame relation,that a natural head doch 
to the naturall body , and all the members, that is, all beleeyers , 
or Saints', ſtand in the ſame relation one to another , as the 
members of a naturall body doe ftand one to another - - this I ſay , 
is the foundation of all, and out of the many Texts which 
might beealledged, to prove it, I ſhall onely ( to this which [ And proved 
have in hand, which faith expreſly that wee are all one body 9ur vhocripeure 
in Chriſt, and every one members one of another ) mention two 
more, Which are ſo plaine, that he that runs may read this truth in 
them 3 one isin the 1 Cor, 12, Indeedalmoſt the whole Chapter 
is a proofe, and an improvement of this one truth: the Apoſtle tels | —— 
them in the beginning of the Chapter, 'hat there ar geo tovhe we, 0 
2 urch 


Veil. 12, 


Vetl. 13. 


The nity of the Sarnts with Chriſt, 

Church, diyerſicies of gifcs, diyerlnies of adminiſtrations, diverfrier 
of operations,and all theſe come from the fame Spirit,and this Spiric 
that gives theſe gifts, and adminiftrations, and operations, hee gives 
them all tothis end, that there may be a profiting of the whole : and 
preſently (that you may underſtand his meaning) tels us, that look 
aSit is in the naturall body, there is abundance of members joyn- 
ed, and eyery one haye their ſeyerall office for the good of all, ſo 
& Chriſt, ſaith he: by Chriſt, there, he doth noc mean Jeſus Chrift 
in his humane nature onely, but Chrift myſticall, Chriſt and all 
his members gathered into one ; and then goes on in the thirteenth 
verſe,and tels.us, That by one Spiric we are all baptized into one bo- 
dy, whether Jewes or Gentiles, bond, or free, and are all made to 
Link into-one Spirit, and ſo, throughout to the end of the Chapter, 
proſecutes the ſame compariſon of Chriſts being as a naturall head 
to his Chucch,and all the Saints, asnaturall members to Chriſt, and 
one to another, and the duties which follow thereupon, 

The other place isEphe [4 from 1 2.to 17-in the beginning of the 


Epb.4. from x: Chapter, he exhoned them earneſtly to live in love, and keepe the 
to 26. opened yniry of the Spirit in the bond of peace ; to provoke them the better 


and explained 


*toit, he ſhews them yerſe 4. 5,and 6. in how many things they are 
one( of which you ſhal hear more akerward.)Then verl.7.he addes, 
that each of them had received gifts, which were the fruits of Chrifts 
alcention, all which were given for the converting , edifying, and 
perfeQing of the body of t hrift, untill it attaine unto the meaſure 
of the ſtacure ofthe fulnefle of Chriſt, that they all might grow up in 
all chings unto him that is the head,even Chriſt. Now that it might 
appear what kinde of head and body is meanc, he preſently fals uvon 
this fimilitude of a naturall body, verſe 16. From whom the Yohole 
hody fitly joyned and compatted together, by that which every 
joynt ſwpplieth according to the fetal working in the meaſure 
of every part maketh increaſe of the whole body to the edifying of 
it ſelfe in love, 

And almoft parallel to this is, Co/.2. 1g. where the Apoſtle tels 
us, that from Chriſt the head , all the body by coynis and bands 
s knit EI pence nouriſhment adminiſtred,and ſo increa- 
Jeth with the increaſe of God, | 

ing can be plainer, that, look as it is in the naturall body, 
the Lord hath ſo caſt it,and what the Head doth for its part; the Li- 

_ ver fox its part,the Heart for its part, the Brain for its part,and po 

ont, 


= 


and eſpecially among themſelves. | 
Joy 26d Sfnew for its part, the whole body growes up to a full 

,and all grows up together ; ſo hath the Lord ordained, and 
altir To be ia the Church of Chriſt. 

Now this foundation being laid, that though the Church be not 
Chriſts naturall body, iris yer as his body. The great 
Nay is, Wherein doth this compariſon or reſemblance 

an 

To that T anſwer firſt: icis cafic for a man to name many part- 
ticulars, wherein the compariſon will not hold berwixt the Church 
and a naturall body:and it is as eafie for a man to name many things 
wherein they are yery like one to another ; bur we muſt not be wite 
beyond theScripture,nor ſtretch it any further then the Lord intends 
it ; I humbly conceive that the compariſon lies properly in theſe 
two things. 

Firſt, That as in the naturall body the members, and every mem- 
ber hath a reall union with the head, for its owne part, having the 


. fame ſpirit animarigg it that is in the head, and thereby hath a com- 


munion with, and dependance upon the head in all the offices that 
the head can do for it ; ſo every paracular Chriſtian, or member of 
the Church, hath a realindifſoluble, ſpiritual union,and conjunRi- 
on with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having fis Spirit communicated un- 
to them, whichis the foundation of all their communion, the very 
root and principle of cheir ſpirituall iife, and which inables them e- 
yery one for their part to hye unto Chriſt, : hat s« one, 

Secondly, Which is the ching I intend, that as in the natural body 
all the members doe not onely meet in the head, as all the lines do 
meetina Center, and ate ox there, though they do not touch one 
another any where elſe, but they are all by the wonderfull power 
and wiſdome of God (o contrived, and compacted, and joyned to- 
ecther, that they have a reall union one with another ; So in this 
myltical and ſpiritual bady, all the Saints haye not only each for his- 
owne parta union and conjuntion with Jefus Chriſt, bur alſo a 
reall union and conjunion one with another, which is the founda- 
tion of many duties, which eyery one of them are thereby bound to 

rm one to another, and of many priyiledges, which thereby 
they injoy with.and by one another, as ſhall, God willing. be after- 
wards opened unto you. 

Now this my Text ſpeakes-as plainly as any man could wiſh, 
when it ſaith, that we being _ » that is, all we Chriſtiacs, al! 

3 


Wherein the 
compariſon 
cen 
theChurchand 
a mural body 


that 


The nity of the Saints with Chriſt, 
that truly beleeve in, and profeſſe the name of Chriſt, being very 
many, are all one body in Chreſt ;, that is, we all meet, and are one 
in him, and that is not all, but we are alſo all of #4 members one 
of another. . | 

Now the firſt of theſe, the reall, indiſſoluble,and ſpirituall-union, 
that all the people of Chriſt have with Chriſt their head, is a moſt 
divine, excellent and necefſary truth, and indeed, is the foundation, 
and principle of all our Chriſtian life, and therefore moſt worthy to 
be underſtood by ail Gods people: Bur that not being the maine 

The union 'oF rift ofthe holyGholt in this place,T forbear to ſpeakof ar this time, 
jon of . mh 
the Saints cne 2nd (hal creat only of the ſecond,and that is the union and conjunCti- 
with ancther, 0n that is, and ought to. be berween all the people of Jeſus Chriſt 
one with another, they being members one of another ; and therein 
ſhall indeayour firſt to prove and clear it, and then haftento the ap + 
plication ofit. For the proof of it, I ſhall not need any other Texts, 
then thoſe that I have mentioned already, that x Cor. 12, how fully 
and dearly doth the Apoſtle teach,thar the eye, the hand, the foot, 
and every member are for the good, and uſe of the whole,and none 
of them can ſay I haye no need of thee, or I have noneed of thee ; 
God having {o ordered it, thateyery one of them needs one: anio- 
z Car. 12.45. fer, and every one of them are, and ought to be uſefull one to a 
22423,24 Nother; yea, that eyenthe moſt mean and feeble of all the mem» 
bers, are not onely ofthe body as well as the reſt, but are neceſlary 
to the good of the whole, and thoſe members which we ate prone 
ro chink lefle honourable, and more uncomely, God hath appointed 
in this myſtical body, as well as in our naturall bodies ro have the 
more honour put upon them. . 

And (© in that other fore-mentioned place, the fourth of the E- 
pheſians, where he ſaith, That the whole body being joyned toge- 
cher by that that every joynt ſupplieth, &c, there is not the leaſt 
joynt, butit mokes for the ſupply, for the edification of the whole, 

To theſe might be added all thoſe places, which ſpeake of the 
Church, as one corporation or body under other reſemblances, one 
vine, one houſe, one City, &c. whereof yery many do occur in the 
holy Scriptures; but all theſe things will be clearer in my ſubſequence 
Dicourſe, wherein for the fuller clearing the doEtrinal part, 1fhall 
a little infilt upon two maine queſtions, and then endeayour to re- 
folye a doubt or two, - which may ſeem to lye as objections againſt 

all the Saints making bur one bod pr my 
Itit, 


* 
- 


_ OO a 


- _— 


and eſpecially among themſelves, 7 
Firſt, If the Saints bee one body, &c. it may bee demanded, 
wherein this unity of the Saints ſands, or whar are the things 
wherein all the members. of Chriſt have union one with ano- 
ther ? 
Secondly, If they be thus all one, what are.the bands and liga- 
ments,whereby this yaſt multitude are all of them tyed thus fumly 
together 2 | 
, = the firſt, If all the Church and people of Jeſus Chilt be all 
really.one, one with another, and have _ a communion one 
with another ; the Queſtion is , what ars thoſe things wherein the 
are thus one ? W : ! Queſt, t, 
To which Ianſwer, ghe particulars are both many and excellent; 
bur,becauſe I would not burden your memories, I defire you to 
turne to, and con{ider with me but one onely Text, which indeed 
doth comprehend the ſum of all that can be = about it, ol that 
iSEph. 4-ver.4,5,6. the Apoſtle exhorting all the Saints eo keep the x = 
unity of the Spirit in the bead of peace, the better to — —_ m_ 
them to it, uſeth this motive, For there us one. body, and one ſpi- 
rit, and one hope of your calling, one. Lord, one faith,one baptiſns, 
one God, and Pathey of all, who ts above you all, and through 
you all;and in you all. Now in theſe (even Unitics are comprehend- 
ed all the things,wherein all the Saints of Chriſt arc one;therefore. I 
ſhall endeavour briefly to open them. 
Firſt, They are all of them one body, that is, . all Gods people 
throughoutall the world,are but one incorporation, and there is nv 
one of them but hee hath as really a memberſhip in- the body of 
Chrilt, as any other of them; as inan Army, though every one 
be not an Officer, noreyery Souldier equally valiant, or $kilfull, 
yeteyery one is equally a member of the Army ;; and as ina City, 
or Corporation, every Free-man, though no Mayor, Alderman, or 
Maſter of a company,&c. yet isas really a member of the City as 
any other z or look as in a building, it may be ſome rooms may be 
* hrger; beautifuller and uſcſuller, yer there is not the leaſt Riud, the = 
lealt naile, che leaſt pin, but it.is as really a part of the building, as 
the maige poſt that upholds it ; So take the Church of Chriſt, 
which is made up of thecolleRion, and aggregation of all, Gods 
people, there is not one of them.,; but hee may 'truly.fay, Iam a 
part of xhatthonſe, body,. or. building of Jeſus Eli t, as reall as 
a0y other, i : | ' as 


Second'y, 


Heb, 6. 18, 
Iule 3. 


' Iemioned together,to ſignifie di 


© "TheWnily of the Saints with Chrift, = 

Secondly, and they are all one in this, thatthere is but #ve Sps- 
rit, which I thinke ſ1gnifies theſe two things (for other Scriptures 
reach me {oto interpret it ;) Firlt, they are all of them animated 
= 


by the ſelfe-ſame Spirit, that as the members of the body, 
gh us e's may be) many hundreds, yer there is one indivi- 
dual foule chat animates them all;(o in the Church of Chriſt,all the 
Saints,every one of them have the (elfe-ſame Spiric of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which is the prindple of their life, and animares every one of them ; 
bur thar is not all : bur by the fame Spirit, he ſecondly means "the 
by it is the Adminiſtrator, or diſtributor of all the gifts of 
iſt, that whatſoever gifts, graces, 10ns, 2dminiftrations 
are to be found inthe Church, the ſelf-ſame Spirit diftribures 
his gifts yartouſly,as he pleaſerh, to ſome more, and to ſome lefle, 
yer gives them all to, and for the good of the whole Church in 
all, and for every member in its particular 3 fo the Spirit of 
| bimſelfe interprets this, in the faſt of the Corinthians, and 
the twelfth,from ver. 4: to 14. T here are diverſities of gifts, but 
the ſame Spirit, the manifeſtation of the Spirit w given to every 
one to profit withall, to one i given a word of wiſdome, to 4- 
wether the Word of knowledge, to another faith, to another the 
Lift of healing,e+c. .but all theſe worketh that one and the ſelf- 
fame Shirit ; drviding to every man ſeverally, as he will, that is 
Cc _ they are all one body, and they haye one Spirit. 
hirdly, and they are all one in this, That they all have the ſame 
hope of their calling ; you there, is not meant the grace of 
hope, whereby we expe waite for the good that Chriſt hath 
purchaſed for us, but there it ſignifies the obje& of hope , and 
therefore is called the hope of or calling, which in other places 'is 
called the hope ſer before ns, and plainly fionifies that, which the 
Holy Ghoſt cals the commer oe all Gods people, the 
 meaneſt as well as the ve a ſhare inthe. great things laid 
up in tore for themall,, which they all aſpire to, and ſeek after, 
and in the enddoe all injoy, whid 1s, the end of their faith and 
hops, the ſalvatian of therr ſoules ; there is one Body, one Spirit, 
one hope oftheir calling. 5-4 
: _ They have all one Lord ; one Lord, what is that ? to 
interpret this! bee pleaſed to remember this one rule, that 
where-ever inthe New Teftamiem you find God, ind Lord, both 
unRPerſons, Lord always Fes 
us 


AO TT min 97d w 


aud efpecially among thenſelver, 


Feſus Chriſt, as Mediator, as in x Cor. 8. and other places, there x Cor- 8, 5. 


are gods many, and lords many, but we have but one God that is 
overall, and one Lord,by whom are all thirgs,and we by him ; fo 
that by one Lerd hethere means, tha: all the Saints throughour che 
vorld haye their addrefie ro God, only in the name and mediation 
of the fame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they have bur one Advecate, one 
Tnterceſſonr, one Mediator berween God and them, and by 
whom alone zxe communicated to them all the good things, which 
come from God, 

Thenfifthly, they have all one faith, there is one Lord, ard one 
Faith ; I conceive that there by faith is not meant the grace of faich, 
Calchough ifthat be meant, as I ſhal ſhew you by and by, yer they 
have all that one faith) bur there, he meanes by taith, che rule, Do- 
Qrine,and object of faith, the Dodrine which is beleeved,ard ligni- 
fies, that all the Saints chroughout the world doe by faith receive, 
and beleeve the ſelfe-ſame truths, which give them an intereſt in 
God,and our Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, & which carry them to.eternal Sal- 
vation. Now becauſe this feemes a little difficule, I muſt endeayour 
alittle more fully ro cleare it then I have done aay of the former< I 
fay, all the members of Chrilt throughout the world have one faith; 
the meaning is, in every. Age, ard every corner of the world, where 
Chriſt hath any of his people, there are ſome common DoGtrines, 
wherein Salvation is to'be found, in which all Gods people doe 
agree, each of them beleeving, and receiviog them for his particu- 
lar ; for although great Clerkes doe know and underſtand many 
eruthes, which others are ignorant of ; yea, and among the people 
of Chriſt there are great differences, and diviſions in their opinions 
in many particular things of weight ard concernment, yet it you 
ſever the things, wherein they differ one from another,;and ſer them 
aide, and gather into one ſymboll or ſumme thoſe great truthes, 
wherein they all agree, there wil be found ſo much truth imbraced 
by all the people of God, which wil briog them all to Salvation, 
being really beleeved, -and anſwered with, a holy converſation, For 
inſtance, leoke this day into all the corners of the earth, Eaſt, Weil, 
North, and South, where the name of Chriſt is knowne and pro- 
feſſed, the great fundamental Dotines, which bring Salvation, are 
received by all the members of Chriſt. Truth is, there aye in many 
places damnable Herefies ſyperinduced, which, if received,the foun- 
dation is deſtroyed ; but Canilhy Spirit in all the Saints either _ 
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The nity of the Saints with Chriſt, 
them ſee the d of them, and abhor rhemi, ot elſe in merey 
keep them i a of them, and ſo I doubt not but it is,even in the 
Church of Rome this day (among whom Chriſt wil have a people 
10 be called out from a them, when that Babilon is to b & 
Rroyed ) thou their DoGrine inthe grofſe ſumme, as ſet forth in 
the Councel of Trent, wil not ſtand with Salvation, yer ſome latenr 
members of Chriſts Church among them, doe through mercy ſee, 
and ſhun thoſe things which are damnable, or are ignorant of that 
myſtery of iniquity, and place all their hope of Salyation in Chriſt 
alone, and lead their lives in holinefſe, according to their meaſure 
of Light received. The ſumme of all comes to this : That among 
all Chriſts people inthe world, there is imbraced ſo much truth, as 
being accompanied with an anſwerable converſation, wil ſave them, 
and notwith{iafiding the remainders of their miſtakes, errours, cor- 
ruptions of judgement about lefler tzuthes, and corruptions in their 
converſations, we may comfortably ſay of them all, as the Apoſile 
doth in the faxtn of the Galathians, As many at walk. accordi 
ro this rule, peace be npon them, and upox the Iſrael of God. This 
15 the fifth thing, thatall the Saints in every corner of the world 
have one faith : and if alſo you would take faith for the grace of 
faith, whereby each for their part are #xited to Jeſus Chriſt, which 
faith alſo is the principle of that Life of Grace, which the Saints 
leadin this world, (for we {ve by faith) in this alſo all Gods peo- 
leinthe wortd haye the ſame farth, which is therefore called the 
fith of Gods eleft, and the like precions faith; fo they are one 
body, have one Spirit, one- hope of their calling, one Loyd, one 
ann, 
4 Then Gly, and they have all one Baptiſm which is not ro be taken 
literally, barely for the Sacramentof waſhing with water,bur either 
it is taken, as ſome interpret it, for the Spiritual part of Bap- 
riſme, which jstheir new Birth, the waſhipg away of their fins, and 
the waſhing of them with Gods. Spirit; or rather, as it was the 
cuſtom inthe Jewiſh Church, to have ail their Ordinances ſignified 
by circumcifion ( whence therefore, all who imbraced the Fewes 
manner of worſhip, are called the Circumciſion ) becauſe it was the 
ficſt Ordinance, and that which ſealed them to all the reft; lo I 
conceive he meanes by Baptiſte, that as it is the firſt Ordinance, 
ſpitis here uſed to expreſle all Goſpel isftirutions, ſo that by ove 
Raptiſme he meants, that Gods people all have the ſame Ordi- 
nances, . 


—_— —— 


and eſpecially among themſelves. 11 

fancts, or meanes for their edification, and building up in Chriſt. 

And then laſtly, they have all ove God, and father of all, who 
is above them all, and through them all, and in thens all, which 
fignifies that they all have one God,which is their Soveraigne Lord, 
the Fachec,of whom originally are all things, and to whom alone, as , 
ſupreame, all their addreſles are made in the mediation of Chriſt, 
and in whom alone they all acquieſce,and reſt,as their ſupream good, 
and laſt end, ard is > A a ſaid to be above them all, and 
throwgh them all, and in them all; above all in regard of his So- 
veraignty, and diyine Eminencyzthroxgh them in regard both of his 
providentiall, and gracious adminiftrations, and # them all in re- 
gard of his neare relation, and conjunAion with them in Chriſt his 
Sonne; In all theſe ſeventhings all the people of God throughout 
the world are owe, they all of them have a ſtate, ſtanding and mem- 
berſhip in the ſame body, they all are anoynted by the ſame Spirit, 
and all the gifts of the Spirit are intended for the good of them al 
they all haye the fame commoa (alyation, they all have their acceſle 
to God in the name and mediation of the ſame Chriſt, and all doe 
imbrace the ſame common truths, they all live upon che ſame Go- 
{pel-ordinances, and adminiſtrations, and they all ſerve, and reve- 
rence, and ſeeke to injoy and reſt in one ſupream God, who is o#r 
God, and the God of o#r Lord and Saviour Jeſns Chriſt, in all 
thele things they have copannerſhip, fellowſhip, and are herein as 
I may ſay, heires in Gave/-kjnde. And let this be for the firſt que- 
ſion, viz, What are the things wherein all the Saints and people 
of Chriſt are one? h 

The ſecond is, What are the bands that doe tye all the 
Saints, and people of Chriſt thus together ? Surely, it mult needs be © veft. 2, 
{ome ſtrange Genius of Government, that mult be able to keep in What are the 
one ſuch infinite multicudes, fo differing in their languages, in their Þands of this 
birth, in their ſpirits, in their edacations, .in almoſt all things , *2*3 * 
wherein temperature or corruption can make men oppoſite, and 
contrary one to another ; what (range band muſt ic be, which can 
keep all thefe ſo united, that you may predicate all theſe ſeven 
* things of every one of them. 

I anſwer ; the bands of them are not any politick tricks of mens 
deviſing ; the Church of Rome faith, it is impoſſible the Church 


of Chriſt ſhould be kepe thus in unity,unleſle you allow ſome vihbic 
C 2 head, 
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head, that may have a viſible goyernment over all, and upon whoſe 

judgement and decifion, all-muſt depend ; but we need not look af- 

ter any ſuch devices, the bands are of Jeſus-Chriſts own appointing 

and giving, which are theſe two. | 

Anſw The firſt is is ho'y Spirit given to every one of them, which doth 
Virſt,The Spi- not only ſerve, as a band to tyethem all to Chriſt theic head, but this 
non ng ” ſelf-ſame Spirc \s intended by Chriſt the head to be the band, that 
ah tap ould tyerhem all one to another, and therefore it is ſaid, 1 Cor. 
all, 12,13. That we are all made to drinks into one Spirit, that as we 
are all united- into one head, ſo we are all made to drink into one 
ſpirit conceive itrhus; The Lord Jeſus being the quickning head of 

all his people, gives rhe (elf ſame ſpirit (which reſides in him with- 

our all meaſure )pnd pouring it 'out in what meaſure he pleaſeth upon 

all his people; T his Spirit Makes them all ſoto underftand his Laws, 

rules, and dire&ions, that without any other Teachers ( not exclu- 
ding the uſe of his owne Ordinances, but any device or policy of 

men ) he makes them all to underſtand whar-is the minde of their 

Eord, which are the duties impoſed upon - them by their 

Lord, and ſo-inlightning their minds, and-uling their hearts, makes 

them conformable to all-his good pleAure, and thereby keeps them 

allin this peace,and unity one with anorher. A moſt excellent inflance 

you haye of this-in Eſa. 12, where the Lord Chrilt is {poken of, 

irs. Cr,8, firſt, as he is the head'; and of him it is ſaid there, that he hath the 
ſpirit of wiſdome, and the ſpirit of knowledge, and the ſpirit of 

the feare of the Lord, fignifying thereby how fitted and inabled he 

15 tothe worke, of being head ot the Church, to ver. 5. then after» 

wards, ver. 6 &c. he tels you, how all his people ſhal be aflociated, 

and joyned together, that the Wolfe {hal agree with the Lamb, the 

Leopard with the Kid,the-Calf, and cthe-young Eion,and a little child 

ſhal lead them,rhe Cow and the Bear.the ſucking child and the Aſp; 

the weaned childe, and the Cockatrice, none ſha! hurt other, that 1s, 

people, who before they came under Chrilts government, were ag 

Lions, Beares, and Serpents one towards another, ſhal now all be 

united,and live in peace, What ſtrange-Diſcipline mult it be,that can 
make Lions and Lambs, Tigers,and Cockatrices, and little Kids and * 

Children, agree thus together ? the reaton of it is given in the ninth 

verſe, eAllthe earth ſhall be filed "with the knowledge of the 

Lord ; that is, that ſpirit of knowledge, which Jeſus Chrilt is-en- 

doyied with, ſhal be poured ouz upon all the Lords people, and 

then 
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and epecially among themſelyes. 
then let them be of what nature or diſpoſition they wil, as this Spi» 
rit prevailes, where he doth but informe them, that this or that is 
the minde of Chriſt, this Spirits teaching wil make them all of one 
minde, and all live in peace thus one with another : and this is the 


of 


ſame,which the Lord cl{ewhere promiſerh both in 1 1. of Ezek.and Ezek, ir. 19 
the 36. of Ezek, I will put my ſpirit im them, end cauſe them to Ezck. 36, 27 


walke in my Statutes, and keep my Ordinances, and my Judge- 
ments, and doe them. Now this band of the Spirit of Chriſt, is tuch 
a band of union,which none of all the heathen Philoſophers, or Law- 
givers, ever ſo much as dreamed of : Plato, Lycurgis, or any 
them, who have framed plar-formes of Common-wealths, and pro- 
pounded meanes,how all the ſubjeAs ſhould be kept in cncor1 and 
peace, could never once thinke of ſuch a thing as. this-is ; but our 
Head che Lord Jelus hath borh promiſed and done it. 


Then _ there is another band, which is a ſecondaryand , pq Fl 
fabordinate ba . and that is the grace of Love, the grace of Chri- grace of __—_ 


ſtian love, and charity, which in this place you are not to look upon 
only, as a particular grace, a branch of the Image of Chriſt, as all 
other ſaving graces are, but as a grace exaked by Chriſt to this pe- 
culiar office, that ir ſhould be the band to tye all the Lords people 
in 02e, and ſo the Scripture ſaith expreſly of it, 

The Apoſtle Pax! having opened the conjunCtion of all che 
Saints in one body, 1 ( oy. 12. doth in the latter end of the Chap- 
ter exhort them all to labour after the beſt gitcs; which might edifie 
che ChurchzB=t behold (faith he) I wil ſhew you a more excellent 
147: more excellent way then what ? why a more excellent way for 


x Cor. 12.38: 


edification of the Church, then Apoſtles, Prophets, Paſtors, Tea- ,,; cap. 83 


chers, Governments, helps, take them all ; he would ſhew them an 
excellent way beyond all theſe : what is that ? rhe grace of love; 
which he difcourſes of A the whole thirteenth Chapter, 
and te)s you all miracles, all abilities to-preachy. all that it is poſe 
ſible for man to be endowed with, are not-able to doe that good to 
the Church. which the grace of love doth. And the ſame Apoltiic 


Pant; Col. 3. when he had exhorted Gods: people- to ſeeke after, Col 


and put on all thoſe graces,wherein the new-creature ſtands, Bowe/s 
of mercy,kindnefſe, humblentſſe of minde,&c. adds ver. 14+ But 
above all pat on love ; why ? it 1 the band of perfettion, ir is the 


perfeCt band, or the band that perfeRly tyes all Gods people toge- Ich. 13, 34 37; * 


ther. And therefore our Sayiour Chriſt in [oþ#.1 3. 34 35+ makes 
| C3 7 
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itthe Livery ofthe Church, whereby in all places of the. world they 

+ may be knowne to be his Dilciples, evea by their loving one ano- 
Epiizi,4+ 16 ther and therefore allo the Apoſile in the fourth of the Ephe/ian;, 
verſ. 16. when he had ſhewed that my joynt contributes, arid 

tupplyes its part towards the building up of the whole body, con- 

hs ie thus ; by that which every joynt ſupplyeth according to 
the effeftuall working in the meaſure of every part, maketh in« 
creaſe of the body unto the building wp of it ſelfe in love 3; as if 

the grace of Love were the thing that ran through chem all,and gaye 

vigour and ſtrength to them all, in their working one with another, 

and one for another. Thus you have heard what the things are, 

wherein all the Saints are one, and what the bands are, whereby 
they arethus united, Now before I proceed co the application, of 

neceffity T muſt remove one great doubt out of the way : It may be 

3"Q. How is it ſaid, Itthe Church of Chriſt be but eve Church, whence comes it, 
then that the that wee read mention of ſo many Churches, of a Triumphant 
—_ (peaks Charch; and a Aſilitant Church, of a viſible, and an inviſible 
CO Charch, ofthe Church at Jeruſalem, the Churches of Judea, 
bus oneChurch the Chwrches of G alatia, the ſeven Churches, all the Charches 
where the Scripture doth mention ſo many Churches, how are 

theſe expreflions reconciled with this, that all Gods people are but 

one Church ? 

eArſw. I anſwer ; Fukt, it is moſt deare, that Jefus Chrift hath but one 
myſtical Church, which is his body; the Church of Chriſt is as we 

fay in Logick, Species ſpecialiſſima, it cannot be ſub-divided into 

ale Churches, if we wil ſpeake properly ; but though it be bur 

one z One reall individuall Church, yet this one Church is ca« 

pable of ſeveral! diſtributions, from ſome properties, or qualities , 

or adjun&ts which are found in it, and thoſe diſtributions, or confi- 

derations of it, doe, and may in ſome ſence obtaine the name _ 

Church. Togive you alittle taſte, the Church of Chriſt, though 

it be bur one, yet it is ſometimes conſidered, diſtributed, or diſtin- 

guiſhed according to the manner, and the meaſure of the commu- 

nion, which the parts and members inioy with their Head, thus ; one 

part of this Church injoyes communion with the Head by fighr,and 

not by faich, and the communion which they have with Chriſt is 

perfett, freed from all imperfeQions, or infemities or croſles, in 

this reſpe& theſe members are called the triwwmphant Church. A- 

nother part of the ſame Church bath communion with wy by 

aun, 


and eſpecially among themſelyes, 

faith, ad not by fight, and the communion which it injoyes with 
himis im perfect. in all the Graces, and mingled with corruptions, 
temptations, and afflitions , in reſpe& whereof this part of the 
Church is called the Militant Church, bur all theſe are not two 
Churches, but one Church, only one parr of it hath ſhor the Gulfe, 
ey at reſt, and the other is in another condution here upon 
earth, 

Secondly, that part of it which is upon earth, in regard that the 
very life and being of ir, and of all the members of it, lye in inter- 
val Graces, which cannot be ſeen, in that reſpe&-the Church of 
Chriſt is called an inviſible Church ; but now as the ſame Church 
and Members doe make an outward profeſſion of their faith, and 
obedience, ſenſibly to the eyes and eares of others, in that re- 
ſpe& it is called a wi6ble Church; but the viſible is not one 
Church, and the inviſible another Church, but meetly the-ſame 
Church under ſeveral] denominations, the one from their conſtitu- 
ting Graces, the other from the external profeſſion of them : How. 
men, who haye no Grace, come to b2 accounted 4 part of the 
Church, I ſhal endeavour to expound afterwards. 

Oc, Thirdly, take ic thus ; the ſelfe-fame Church of Chriſt ar 
one time hath been trained up under one kind of outward admini- 
ſtration, and forme of worſhip and Government, one before 
Chriſts Incarftation, and that is called the Church of the ewes ; 
fince Chriſts time there is another Adminiſtration, and thence ir 
comes to be called the Church of the Gextiles : but Fewes and Gew- 
tiles before and fince Chriſts incarnation, are but one Church ; ſo 
likewiſe you may read that Jeſus Chriſt, though he have but one 
Church, yer he hath appointed that the multitude of thoſe, who 
profeſſe his Name, for their berrer diſcipline, inſtruftion , and edi- 


fication, ſhould be ranged, and ranked, and ordered into particular 
aſſemblies ; nowin regard of this Marſhalling, and Diſciplining of 


them, theſe ſeyerall Aſſociations, or Congregations make ſo many 
Churches, but theſe Churches are nox ſe bodies of Chriſt, bur 
only parts of his one bodyzas in a great Army the number of all, who. 
have liſted .cheir name in the Muſter-role, are all under one G exe- 
yall, and all under ſome generall Officers, but yer for their better 
ordering, there is this Brigade, this Regiment, or that Froop, or 
that Company, and every one of theſe under ſome meaner Offi- 


e2rs, yet.all of thele taken rogerher are. all but one Army, fo is it. 
; W 
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in the Church. I might adde, that ſometimes theſe ſeveral affociatt- 
crs are diftinguiſhed and known by the outward corfeflions which 
they make ot their faith, and in that reſpe&t you have ia our dayes 
the Churches of the Reformat on, the FraMans: and the wes 
med Proteſtants, and theſe againe according to ſome of their con- 
teſfions are purer,and holier then others. And jult as it 1s in a greae 
building, ſome rooms (it may be) are more light and glorious, and 
lome of thera more dark , and it may be ſome of them have more 
weak timber, and other martccials, then the reſt, ard yet all oftnem 
are but parts of the ſelf-ſame houſe, | 

So I fay, all theſe, triumphant, militart, Jewes, Gentiles, vi- 

fitle, inviſible, the ſeverall Churchds in the ſeveral quaners of 
the world, inthe Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South, all theſe, or rather 
the members of Chriſt in all theſe taken together, doe make up 
that one Church of Chrilf, which is his Bedy, his Spoxſe, his 
Kingdome, his { ity, his Vine, his Love, his Dove, his Txrile, 
his enly oxe of her mother. 

Now, whether this Church of Chriſt, that is thus one; be autho= 
riſcd to meet in her repreſentatives to make Lawes, and to exerciſe 
Diſcipline ? whether it be the firſt ſubje&t of the Keys, whether the 
government of pr Congregations flow from this Church to 
the reſt ? or wheiher any wayes at all it may doe any judicial, or 
judiciary aR, is a moſt noble queſtion, and much diſputed amongſt 
learned Diyines, eſpecially ir our latterage z my hafte doth not 
allow me to meddle with that controverſie, only this much I may 
fafely aſſert : 

I That all the Officers, Offices, ard gifts, that Chriſt gave , 
when he aſcended up into heaven, he gave them all to this Church, 
and they all ſerye for the gathering, edifying, and perfeRing of this 
Church. | 

2 And as anyevyer were, or are converted to Chriſt from the 
world, they areall primarily added to this Church, 

3 Yea, andall, whether particular Chriſtians, or numbers of 
.Chriſtians aſſociated, all are to a&, as parts of this Church,ard con- 
ſequently in reference to the good of this whole Church, all having 
ſuch relation to,and dependance upon this Church, as parts have to 
the whole: and a ſtanding in a particular Church-relation doth no 
more take off from duties to this great body, which is the great 
Common-wealth, thea the Jemer being tanked under their rent 

| . _; * 


and efpetially arnong | themſelris, - 


Tribes, or in their particular Cities, were 'taken off from: the du- : 


ties, which they owed to the whole Common-wealth of 1{-4el, &c. 
that therefore he who is juſtly ( clave now errante ) excommunica» 
ted, orcaft out of any particular Church, is caſt out from all Chur- 
ches, as he who is ſhut out of any one Gate of a City; is ſhut on: of 
every ward of that City, yea, out of the whole City it (elfe. Having 


''7 


thus farre cleared the DoArinall part, I now proceed to the applica - Application, * 


tion of it, and there are many excellent uſes, whichrhis Leflon doth 
afford, I ſhal handle only ewo at this time, 1. fer inſtruction , 
2. For duty. | 


Firſt for inſtruction, from all this ic appeares, chat to bea Mein= | InftruRi-n. 


ber of the Church of Chriſt, or the Aſlociation:of alt Gods peo ple Therefore this 


into this one body,is the only deſirable good Fellowſtrip,and Sociery communicn of: 


in this world. You ſhal read of a great many other Fellowſhips, 
and Coe you may read 1n the firlt of the Proverbs of 


a fellow 


nies, and ſocieties © 
profit, and many glory, and take great content in the {ociety, and 
fellowſhip,and fruit they enjoy, in thoſe whom =y are linked. with : 
but ah! beloyed, when things are rightly viewed, it will appeare, 
that the _—__— or the ' Society of the Church: of thes firſt 
borne, whoſe names ate written in Heaven, wherein all the Saines 
of God from the beginning of the world to theend of it, 'are all Joys 
ned in one body, all ofthem united to Chriſt, and one to another, 
having the ſame Spirit, the ſame Lord, the ſame hope, all of chem 
one in all thele ſeyen things, which | have opencd to you 3 it will, I 
ſay,one day appeare, this is the only defirable fociety under Wea- 
ven. Ler them therefore, who are men of other ſocieties, glory as 
much as they pleaſe in their ſuppoled good Fellowſhip, when ir 
the meane time they are ſtrangers from the Common-wealth of 
Iſrael ; But let us count our feives happy, that we have a 


Szints is that 
_— 200d 
lowſhip, 
ip of Theeves, in ſa. 56. of a company of Drunkards, in cps G 
Pſal. 2.0f a I of Malignants,and abundance of leveral compa- Eſa. 56,4 2. 
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14, 


part and lot in this communion, wherein we . have Fellowſhip 1 Ph. 1. 3 


not only one with another, but with the Father, and his Sonxe 
Jeſws Chriſt, | 
Secandly, it hence allo followes for our inſtruftion, That none 


2 [nſttuRion. 
Therefore 


in all the world are; or ought to be judged Members of the Church —_— 
of Chriſt, bur only thoſe that have the Spirix of Jeſus Chrift in members of this 


them, really regenerate, really boly, really wwited to Chrilt the Church but re- 
D 


Head, generne m2r, 
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Head, theſe and no other are Members of the Church, which is 
Chriſts Body, which is a Leſſon of very great uſe. You all know 
there is at this day much diſputing, about what things are requiſite 
to make men Church-members ; {ome very learned men maintain, 
That to make a man admitrable into Chriſts Church, or to make 
him a Church-member, no more is- in the Scripture required, but 
enly, that he give np his name, and profeſſe, that he is willing to 
karne the wayes of Chrift, and to walke in them ; the Church of 
Chriſt being, ſay they, appointed as a Schoole, to traine Schollars 
up, into Which are admitted not only thoſe that are Learned, buc 
thoſe who are willing to learne, 


Others ſay, That is too laxe, if you wil own a man,as a Church- 


member, he muſt be able ro give you an account of his faith,and a 
promiſe of a voluntary ſubjettion to the Goſpel of Chrift for time 
to come, and if they come to that, then you may take chem in; and 
owne them, as Church-members. 

' Others ſay, You muſt yer goe further, unlefle you can io the 
judgement of your owne charity conceive, that the workg of 
Grace u# really wrought in their hearts, you are not to owne 
them, or joyne with them, if you can probably hope that, then you 


-May take them in, 


Others will goe yet further, and ſay, Fhele things are not ſuffi- 
cient,: for unleſſe there be a right admiſsion by Baptsſme, when you 
make your fiſt coofefſhon, all rhe reſt is in vaine, and upon thee 
points we diſpute, till we haye daſputed our ſelves into.a thouſand 
peeces. 

Now Brethren, be pleaſed to know, that though there be goad 
uſe of theſe debates, to dire us to know the perſons, with whom 
we may exerciſe the ats of communion in the wayes and worſhip 
of Chaift, yet none of all theſe rite up, to proye a man to be a 
Member of the Church of Jeſus Chuitt; there are indeed fignes , 
and rules, that may teach us, with whom we may joyne in viſible 
and external Fellowſhip, and whom we may rejeQ, or caſt out, it 
they be taken m; but theſe are not rules to make us know, who are 
xeall Members ofthe Church of Chriſt ; indeed as the Church is 
denominated from ſome external things, theſe rules direct us to 
judge with whom, and to whom we may communicate in thoſe 
external things, but theſe are clearly two Diſtin& queſtions, with 


whom we may joyne in viſible and externall communion, and who 
; are 


and eſpecially anoang themſelves, I9- 
are tyuly Members of this (harch of Chrift-, Ofthe latter there 
is bur one note, and that is, if they be united ro Chriſt-the Head, 
have the quickning Spirit of Chrilt in them,” and the grace of Loye 
wrought in them, which note is 1mviſible, and not external, and can 
be knowre only in our owne Conlciences ; if this be wanting, ler 
men carry themſelyes never fo wel, ſo chat all the people of Chriſt 
under heayen ſhould owne them, yet jelus Chriſt ownes them not, 
and you may truly ſay, that all they, who have not communion 
with G od the Father, and the Lord Jeſus, and his holy Spirit, 1 Jeb. 
have no reall communion with the Saints ; therefore let no man oP 
reſt, or pride himlelfe in being joyned in this,or that Churchytellows 
ſhip, a carnal, or unconverted man, whatloeyer his outward ſhape 
or mould be in his profeſſion, that man for his Spiritual Randing be- 
longs to another Corporation, 

There are two greatSpiritual corporations, the one is,that whe:eof 
Chriſt is the Head ; the other is, the corporation of Hel, whereof 
the Devil is the Prince ; now all men, let them be of what Pro- 
feſſion they wil, it they be nor under Chriſt che Head, they belong 
to another corporation, and their external vilible profeſſion akers nor 
their Spiritualrelation. A lump of Lead, whillt it is in the lump, 
it is a lump of baſe Metall, called Lead, melt this, and mould ir 
into the forme of a Beaſt, what is it then ? it is bur a /eader Beaſt ; 
melt it, and mould it againe into the forme of a man, it is but a 
Leadex man ; melt it, and mould it againe, into the forme of an 
Angel, it is but a Leaden eAngel : So I ſay, take a carnal Man, an 
unregenerate Man, he is a carnal man, whillt he profeſſerh no Reli- 
zion ; ſuppole him then, to profeſſe himſelfe a Proteſtant at large, 
he is but a carzall Proteſtant ; ſuppoſe him next, to joyne him- 
felfe into ſome Church Ocderlet him joyne with thoſe that are cal- 
led of the Presbyterias way, he is a carnall Presbyterian. Take 
him off from thar, pur him into the Congregational way, what 1s 
he then ? a carnal congregational man ; joyne himnext if you wil, 
to thole, who deny our Bapriſme, he is then but a car».2/ Anabap- 
tilt, he is ſtila carnal, an ungodly man, belonging co the corporati- 
on of Satan, whatſoever his out-hide be; and know ye all for certain, 
chat no Baſtard, no Gibeonite, no Hypocrite, no man unconyerted, 
what gifts ſoeyer he may have,what reputation ſoeyer he may have 
amonglt men, he is »o member of the Charch of Chriſt , unleſle 
the Spuit of Chriſt be in him, Y therefore againe,beare rom 

2 elyes 


3 Inftru&ion. 
1 herefore the 
moſt uſefull 

ChriAians are 


The # nity of the Saints with Chrift, 
ſelves too niuch upon your viſible. Church-flanding, as too many 
doe; beleeve. it, 1tsaneafie thing for the children of the world to put 
on an ourward forme of Church-communion: bur O! how hard is it 
to become a new creature, to refigne up it ſelfe wholly to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the guidance of his holy Spirit ? and 1 preſle this the 
more upon this account alſo, viz. were this well underftood;it would 
ſatisfie, and cure the miſtake of many, who thinke, that there are the 
fame rules to dire us, with whom we muft exerciſe our external 
communion, asthere is to judge with whom JeſusChriſt exerciſes his 
communion ; no, no; we may exerciſe outward afts of communi» 
on, by the appointment of God, with thoſe unto whom Jclus Chriſt 
never communicates himſelfe, nor his Spirit. 
Thirdly, one inftrution more, which I doe but name from all 
this, That the Church of Chriſt is but one Body it followes plain- 
, that therefore among all the great multitudes of the Members of 
e Church, they are the honourableſt, and nobleſt Members, who 


the moſt no'le are moſt uſeful forthe common good of the Church, as it is in a 


members, 


2 Uſe ſor cx- 
horcation, 

2 Therefore 
there muſt be 
no Schiſme in 
the Charch, 


3 Cor.12, 25 


Natural body, che Liver that makes bloud for all the body; the 
Heart, that makes ſpirits for all the body 3 the Stomach, that di- 
geſts meat for all the body ; and the Eye, which ſees for the whole 
body, &c. theſe are counted the nobleſt, and excellenteſt : So a= 
mong all Chriſtians, the man, or men, who are moſt uleful, beſt 
fitted for uſe, and laid out for uſe, theſe wil one day be found, and 
acknowledged the honourableft Members of the Church of Chuilt, 
whar eftceme ſoeyer the world hath ofthem. 

Bur the maine uſe, which I purpoſe, and which indeed we moſt 
need, is to ſhew what duties doe ariſe from this nnity of che Saints 
in one body, and they are two, which the Apoſtle Pas/ layes 
downe, inthe firft of the Corinthians, the twelfth chap, verl. 25. 
when he had ſhewed, howthe Lord had framed all his people into 
one body , he then tels us, to what end and purpole all this was 
done, viz, 

Firſt, 7 hat there ſhould be no ſchiſme in the body, 

Secondly, That therefore all the members ought to have the 
hke care ont of another. 

The firſt of theſe I purpoſe with the Lords affiftance to ſpeake 
ſomewhat to at this time, becauſe all the Charch, the Saints, the 
people of God in all the world are but one body, therefore rents, 
«rd diviſions are moſt unaaturall, and deſtruttive to it. I hope 

Jon 
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you wil all judge it a neceſſary and ſeaſonableTheam,it being almoſt 

our epidemical diſeaſe, we being rent and torne into multitudes of 

ſes and diviſions , which this dotrine of the unity of the Church 

of Chriſt doth utterly condemn, and therefore thaugh I know. ic is 

an unpleaſing ſubjeR, and poſſibly many may give me ſmall thanks 

for it, yet truly I durſt nor ( being called ro this place ) but caft in 

my mite towards the healing of this wofull diflewper 3 and three 

thi pon endeayour to cleare about it : 

, What Schitme is, and what is the nature of it : | 
Secondly, the greatneſle of it, what a horrible fin it is : — 
And thirdly, and principally, I will labour to ſhew you, who they 

are, that are guilty ot it. 

Far the felt, what it is, Irs uſually defined to be a raſh or un- 
jult ſeparation in matters of Religion, but I would rather deſcribe 
it to be a rexting, vielating diſetving, or breaking of that unity, 
which ought ro be among/t Chriſtians, or amongſt all the Saints 
of Chriſt. 

And this rending or breaking ofthis union properly lyes in two 
things z one is i2w4rd, and that 15 diflolving or breaking the band, 
or bands, which the Lord hath givento tye chem all together, which 
band on our part ({ as you have heard befure )) is the grace of love, 
and therefore the breaking off of loye among Chriſtians, whether 
it be from all rhe Church, or from a particular Church, yea, or from 
2 particular man ; I ſay, the diſſolving or breaking of this ſpirituall 
band, hath init the very intrinſecall nature of the {mne of Schilſme, 
the Lord having appointed hat grace to be the band to tye his 
people together; but becauſe the inward band is inviſible,and there» 
fore not caſie to judge of, therefore there is a ſecond thing in Schiſm, 
and that is, a denying, or with-draying fron the exercie of thoſe 
things, which Chriſt hath given, as the /jsboles or pledges of love 
amongſt his people , as conyerling together, praying together, 
' hearing together, conferring together, receiving Sacraments, andthe 
like together ; the with-drawing from theſe, or the denying of theſe, 
otherwiſe then Jeſus Chriſt dires in his Word, Theſe things are 
viſible.and therefore Diyines uſe to appyopriate the name of Schiſm 
to ſuch with-drawingy, or denyings,which indeed are but the frujtes 
of the other : for the diflolving of the band of love, is the root 
of the dilcaſe,and the denyi of the expreſſions, and exerciſe of loye 
ace the bitter fruits pury.ar Aw x eyill xoor ; So then, df, 9 
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they,who ever they are,that do deny to exerciſe,or\witt;-araw from 
the exerciſe of thole things, which Jeſus” Chriſt hath made to bee 
both duties, and pledges of love among his people, are truly and 
properly guilty of the fin of Schiſm 3 the nature of this fin of Schiſm 
lying properly in this,chat it is againſt Chriſt an love ; and hereby 
alſo you may leame the difference between Herefie and Schiſme ; 
Herefie is a falſe opinion, which deſtroyes faith, but Schiſme is ei - 
ther an opinion,or praCtice againlt charity. The firſt of them, which 
is againſt faith, —__ to rend off from Chriſt the head. The ſecond, 
which is againlt loye, tends tothe rending off from the body ; This 
tor the nature of it. 

Inthe next place, let us conſider the greatneſle of this fin, and the 
rather, becauſe in truth, the name and charge is grownlo common a- 
mongt us, ( as formerly the name of Puritan was ) that many make 
no account of it, whether they be charged juſtly, or unjuſtly with it ; 
but who ever conſiders of it, according to the tenſe of the Scripture, 
wil find that the fin of Schiſme is a moſt hainous fin 3 The greatneſs 
of it not eaſily ſet forth in words, whether you conſider it in the na- 
ture of it, or the effetts of it. In 

1 The nature of it ; its contrary to one of the higheſt ends of 
Chriſts great undertaking, which is, that all his people ſhould bee 
one, he | a tothat end, to make them one with himſelfe, and one 
with one another, he begged ir of his Father, that they ſhould be 


- one; now this Gnne tends to fruſtrate this great defigne of Jeſus 


Chriſt. 

And ſecondly,It is contrary to all the Commandements of Chriſt, 
for all the Commands, which he hath given to his people for the or- 
dering of their conyerſation, himlelfe tels us, That the exd of the 
Commandement it love; 2 Ifwe conſider the effeRts of it, they 
are molt dreadful and miſchievous : 

For firſt, it is wonderfully diſhonourable to JeſusChriſt;for where- 
a$ he holds out to all the world, that his people are ove houſe, one 
body, one city, which is at unity, compacted together, 8c. this is a 
publick confuration of it, makes Jer ſalens appeare as a Babel, a 
City of confuſion, a Kingdome divided, whereia is nothing but 4i/- 
orders, and tummults, and the like. 

And as it is diſhonourable to Chriſt, ſo it wonderfully hinders. 
and deſtroyes the edification of the Church, both the edificacion 
of them, who make the Schifme , and the edjficatien of them, from 


whom 
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whom the rent is made, depriving them of that ſpiritual good chey 
might, and ſhould receive and ſupply from,and to one another 1 for 
though Ieſus Chriſt the head, be the only fountaine of our ſpiritual 
life, yer it is as true that Chriſts uſuall way of exerciſing, ſtrengrh- 
ning, increafng, and perfeRting it, is in the fellowſhip ofthe body», 
that by what every joynt ſupplyes,the whole may be increaſed ; io 
that if we weigh it ſeriouſly, we muft conclude, That as nothing Eph, 4. 16, 
within the bounds of the Church more argues a coaformity to the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel, then the ſtudy of unitie, peace, and concord, fo 
few things more argue an oppoſition to Chriſts worke, and his peo- 
ples good, then this ſpirit of diviſion, 

But the third is the greateſt queſtion, who are guilty of ir? and z Whe are 
before I enter upon this dilcovery,give me leave to premiſe this,thar guilty of ity 
in our dayes it is in this point of Schilme,as it was of old in the pri- 
mitive Churchinthe firſt point of Herefie : what opinions the An» 
cients would make edious, they would brand with the name of 
Hereſie, and thereby ſometimes very truths of Chriſt were con- 
demned, as Hereſies; (o it is at this day'in the point of Schiſme,the 
Papiſts cry downe all, who profeſie Chriftianity through the whole 
world as Schiſmaticks, who joyn not with, and ſubject not unto the Who are guilty 
Church of Rome,The Prelatical party uſually account all Schiſma= of the fin of 
ricks who are not under the Church- government of Biſhops z come Schiſme, 
among them who are for the Presbytery, many of them call all 
Schilmaticks, who joyn in any other way:the Congregational men, 

( as they are called ) haye the ſame eſteeme of them who depart 
fromthery, and goe into another way z I premiſethis, only for this 
end, that you may hence conclude , that doubtlefle ſometimes 
the name is given, where it ſhould not be given. - 
Now let us returne to our Queſtion, Who they are that are 
guiliy ? | 
Anſw, Truly with ſorrow I muſt reply, Ir is a hard thing to eAnſw. t, * 
fay in our fad dayes who is not guilty, as in Common-wealths , 1, peneratt * 
nl the bands and finews of Civil goverament are cut alunder, & moſt Chrifti- 
no conjunRion, or affociating of a people into-or under government; 4n3 this day arg 
Politicians ſay,that in ſuch times, Every man is at war gith every &%Hty of th 
$24., every man is an enemy to every man ; (o the Lord for our by 
- ſmnes hath poured this evil upon us, that we lye in confuſion, almoſt 
every man is divided from every man, and ſo deep hath the ma- 
lady taken rootythat many axe in loye with it, and like theix uy Gi= 
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viſions; and as it is in popular tumults - #0 nan will heare avy man, 
bur {till the confuſed noyſe goes on ; fo intruth is it wth us, we are 
not willing to heare of agreement, he is almolt an enemy, who 
would labour a pacification, or reconciliation. The Lord have mer- 
cy upon us, our divifions are'very great and {ad ; bur as a generall 
declaiming againſt fin, never conyeried a man from ſm, entill he bee 
convinced that himſelf be guilty of this or that ſm ; fo my declaiming 
agzinft Schiſme in generall wil notheal ic, until I diſcoyer more par- 
ticularly,who they are that are guilty of ic. And co this I anſwer firſt 
negatively,all departure, ſeparation, and denying to joyn in Ordinan- 
ces from {ome ſuch, as call themaſelves Chriſtians, is not Schilme'; 
the Iſraelites ſeparation from Feroboams Calves was no Schiſme, if 
the faith of a people be heretical, or their worſhip be idolatroms':; 
the Lord bids his ſervants come out from ſuch a people, 

I adde further, that although the faith ofa Church be Cound, and 
the worſhip pure for the ſubſtance;yer if thar Church,or Company, 
wil preſſe ſome ſuch things, which others cannot practiſe without fin, 
and which unleſle they will pratice (though againſt their conſcien- 
ces ) they muſt be under intolerable perſecution, as loſle of Rate, 
life, 8c, or ſpirituall anathemariſme, unjuft excommunications, or. 
the like,to with-draw from ſuch a people ( provided that ſtill they 
will reraiae thoſe truths which are held by that perſecuting Church, 
and be ready to perform what Chriſtian: duty of love lyes in their 
power towards them) this with-drawing is no Schiſm, icis no more 
then Chriſt and his Diſciples did to the Church of Jersſalem, and 
no more then the Lord hath bid his people do, when they are per- 
ſecured in one place, to with- draw and flye to another, 

2 I anſwer paſiiyely,they who are guilty of the ſm of Schifme 
may be ried under two heads : 

Some are puilty of Schiſme from their principles of judgement ; 
thoir principles of judgement carry them to the praRtice of chat 
which js a rending of the Church. 

Others, though their principles of judgement be right, yer are 
Schiſtwaricall,'chrou gh principles of a corrupt heart and ſprrit ; I 
ſhall ſpeake to Both thele, bur principally to the firſt ſort, 

Firft, all thofe whoſe erroneous judgements make them Schiſ= 
maricall ( as I conceiye ) may all be brought to thele foure. 

Firſt, Independency properly ſo called; is one of the higheſt prin- 
ciples of Sctulme,all{uch Chriltians,wherher they be ſingle perſons 

Or 
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or aſſoc iated bodies,yea,though all the Chriſtians in a Nation, aflo- 
ciated into a body, doe louke upon themſelyes as abſolute, and in- 
dependent from the reſt of the Church of Chriſt, with whom the 
re(t of the Church of Chriſt hath nothing to doe ; this I ſay, is one 
of the higheſt principles of Schiſme inthe world : but doe not mi- 
ſtake me, I know there are ſome called, and branded with the 
name of Independency, who profeſle they abhor both the name and 
thing, I meane ſuch, as conceive that a particular Church hath all 
power in it ſelfe, and that no other aſſembly can authoritariyely call 
them to an account, 10 as to diflolye their ſentences,or excommu- 
nicate them, becauſe they conceive, that the government of che 
Church is not placed in Synods, or in any other Aflembly, then that 
of a particular Congregation ; yet readily acknowledye that them- 
ſelves are bur part of che Church, and ought to be countable tothe 
Church of Chriſt for their wayes, and that, if upon brotherly cour- 
le] given by other C hurches,chey reforme nor, they may and ought 
to with-draw from all Chriſtian communion with them : whether 
their way of being countable be right or ro. I diſpute not, only I fay, 
this is not the Independency here intended ; but I meane any man, 
or company of men, who looke upon themſelves, as an intire Civil 
State, or Common-wealth lookes upon it ſelfe, how ſmall ſoever it 
be ( as in /xa/y, there are ſome ſuch, which containe not above one 
City or two ) yer they count all the world hath nothing to do with 
them, nor arethey to be countable to any other Seate, 1,0 not to the 
who!e world, any further then their owne intereſt carries them, ci- 
ther for their owne ſafety, or as they make uſe of chem; this is true 
Stare independency ; (0 is it here when any perſons, or company of 
Chriſtians looke upon themlchres, as totum quid ſeorſnm , as 
men by themſelves, and in their intentions, carry not themfelycs 
as parts of the great Common-wealth, accounting it a thing lictle 
or nothing material, ſo they profefle rhe Name, and faich of 
ChriRt, and ſerve him, whether they doe it in the communion of 
the Catholick Church, of out of it, as if they were nor perſons con- 
tained within the whole, or part of the ſame Commen-wealth, this, 
1 fay,is high and deep Schiſm ; the very nature of Chriſts Church, 
being one | +7 api rar whatſoever any, whether pecfons or 
Churches do in matters of Religion, teaching,or beixg ox uh WAR 
ing faſting, Almeſ-giving, in word,and Sacraments, yea,in belee- 

E ving, 


23 


26 The Unity of the Saints with Chrift, 


ving,loving, hoping, c\hould all be dane intentionally with rela- 
tion to, and communion with the whole Church of Chriſt; this firlt 
principle lies deep rooted, many live by it,though few wil own it, 
2 All who re- 2 Orthersare deeply (chiſmatical from.principles of judgement, 
nounceall o- © who are o farre in loye withtheir own conſtitution, or way of Aſ- 
ther Churcies ſociation into Church-Order , that they condemne ail the other 
_ nt of A (emblies throughout the world, as no Churches of Chriſt , bce 
tnhcgr Own man - . c& . 
ner of conftirg- ule they be not modelled and moulded according to thePlat-form 
on. of their ovn particular Church-order, and affociation. I doe not 
deny, but itis. poſſible that ſome of Gods people may have ſome 
ſuch great miſtakes lye upon them, that they cannot poſſibly joyne 
19 allChriſtian ordinances with any congregation in the world:as the 
converted Chriſtian Fewer, while they were under that apprehen= 
fion that no man oughtto be owned, bur he thar was circumciſed; I 
lay, as long as that errour poſſcſt them, they could never joyn in ail 
Ordinances with the relt of the G extiles; and how farre the reſt 
of the people of God ſhould beare with ſuch, and ſtill own them as 
Chriſts ſeryants, is a thing worth the ſtudying, but certainly the 
principle it ſelfe is molt deftructive tothe unity of the Church, Ta 
refraine fellowſhip and communion with ſuch Churches, or Com- 
panies, who profeſle Chrift their Lord, whoſe faith is ſound, whoſe 
worſhip is Goſpel-worſhip, wheſe lives are ho!y, unleſſe.they will 
come irto that very particular way of Church order, which they 
have pitched upon, is a dreadtull renting of the Church of Chriſt t9 
peeces ; for ifall Chriſts people inthe world are one body, and all 
thereby bound to haye communion one with another, then certain!y 
that principle,which neceſſitates mento calt off(ir may be)nine hun- 
| dred ninety nine parts ofa thouſand, mult.needs be dangerous, and 
Of which = Schitmatical; of this none are.ſo guilty, as the Church of Rowe , 
+ who circumſcribe the Church of Chriſt withia the precin&t of the 
alt Romans ] wiifdiftion, and caſt off a!l Chriſtians, and all Churches in 
the Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South, yea, 4aſt them off from all hope 
of Salyation,who ſubjeC&t nor themſelves to their way, 2. Norcan 
our rigid Separariſts bee any way excuſed, who cenſure and con- 
demne ail other Churches, whatever their faich, worſhip, and cone 
verlation be, meerly becauſc they are not gathered into Chnrch-or- 
der, according t5 their own patternes. This fo ſtrift bounding of 
ow chyltian communion by outward formes, I humbly conceive 


irath' 


and eſpecially among themſebves. 
hath been a great, and almoſt generall fault among the Churches of 
Europe ever fince the Reformation : in lome Churches, the large 
forme of the confeſſion of their faith is made the Shibbeleth; with - 
out owning, and {ubſcribing to this, without abating of a titrle, no 
communion to be injoyed ; in orher Charches, without conforming 
to their formes of Prayers, Rites, and Ceremonies in adminiſtra- 
tion of the Saccament3,no communion to be injoyed, in others with= 
out ſubmitting to their forme of Chaurch-government, no com- 
munion 3 and with theſe, of whom [now ſpeake,wichout ſubmitting 
to their manner and forme of gathering into Church-fellowſhip, 
none to be owned, or acknowledged ro be Churches of Chriit . bur 
alas 1 how little is to be found in Scripture ro bound our fellowſhip 
and communion of Saints dy any of theſe things ? ln the Scripture, 
Churches are cryed up or downe, commended and blamed,accor- 
ding as their fundamental faith was found, and their lives holy ; 
and [ doubt not but one day, we ſhall all judge thoſe Churches the 
beſt, whoſe ſubſtantial faith is ſoundeſt, and lives moſt holy, whe- 
ther their firſt manner of gathering were every way regular or nor. 
Suppoſe that in an Army, the Lawes of that Army were, That 
none ſhould be preſ? tolerve,bur all to come in as Yolunteersgthat 
their Officers ſhould bee ſo and ſo cholen, and qualified ; now 
ſuppoſe in this Army ſhould be found ſome Souldiers, who at firſt 
were forced in, or Officers, who came corr#pe1ly by their places ; 
ſuppoſe whole Troops or Companies of theſe, who yer being in, 
prove as good Souldiers,as faithful skilfull valiant tor the Caule, 
as any other, it may be, beyond any others, think you chele would 
not be owned by the Army, when they ſhould be tound ſuch ? Or, 
ſuppoſe in Marriage, at the firſt the Parties marry, while not of 
years of diſcretion, orto pleaſe Par:ats , or the like, yer after- 
ward come to love, and live in their Marriage-relation according 
to the Word, thinke wee thefe ſhall noc be owned as Husband a 
Wife? fo is the cale here : Let mee for preſent ſuppole thete 
men, or Churches, to whom I ſpeak, to be ar their fi.R gath riog 
according to the pareſt patterne ; andler mce allo ſuppole anorher 
Company voor ur joyned,it may be forced in.and that alſo whilt 
they are 1g,0rant, prophane.&c. and that their Miniſter alſo was 
put upon them 3 now if the Lord peas to worke upon thoſe cife» 
Qually, ſothat Miniſter-and people grow ſound. in the faithyholy in 
their liyes, pure in their oo zealous for the truth ; when Por 
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fibly they who boaſt of their firſt joyning, are grown like Sarde, 
to have 2 name to be alive, and yet aredead, &c. ſhal we thinke 
the Lord Jeſus wil not owne the other before themſelves? yes 
doubtleſſe, and ſo ſhould all his people ; give me leave to adde 
one thing more 3 That the notion of making the fiſt gathering of 
people into Church-fellowſhip, to be the rule to direR us with 
whom we may joyne, or not zoyne; this T (ay, may make us refuſe 
ſome Churches, upon whom are apparently ſeen the Scriptere- 
CharaQers of a Golden Candleftick, and imbrace communion 
with others, only upon a hnmaye teſtimony or report 3 for in that 
Church aboye mentioned, T may ſce a viſible profeſſion of ſound- 
neſſe in faith, and holineſle there ; in the other, ex only tell me, the 
firſt were not orderly gathered, and the others were ; to conclude 
this branch, this principle of renouncing all Churches for want of a 
{uppoſed orderly gathering, or for want of ſome ſuch defirable per- 
fection, which themſelves injoy, is fo dangerous and ſchiſmarical, 
that I feare not to ſay, that it is more lawful to have a Church 
ftanding in the corrupteſt Church in the world, where ſalvation and 
life may be obtained, by the do&rine held our, and the way profeſt 
in that Church, though there ſhould be very many frailties,and cor- 
ruptions amongſt them, then with that company, how holy ſoevyer 
it {eemes to be, that wil neceſſicate ſuch as joyne with them, to 
renounce communion with all the reſt of the Body ot Jeſus Chriſt 

upon earth, | 
Thirdly,another principle of Schiſm, and whichlI conceive to be 
of larger,and of farre greater extent, and may make a fairer plea for 
it ſelfe, then yer any named, is, that which ſhuts up many lervants 


ſons erring in F Chrift, that they cannot joyne, nor afford Chriftian communion 


points nor fun- 


dJamentall 


unto others for ſome particular errours found in their profeſſion of 


- faith, or ſome frailkies found in their cogverſation. I fay, that 


principle which makes the ſervants of Chriſt deny communion 
ro them, to whom Chriſt wil not deny communion, to imrerdift 
communion with them, with whom Chriſt doth not zwterdif com- 
munion, is a renting principle. Conceive my meaning in a plaine 
compariſon, Suppole in a Corporation, there were ſome rules gi- 
yen by their Charter and Founder, concerning their infranchize- 
m_ that whoſoever is ſo, and fo —__ _ a _—_ ; 
if that Corporation, or any»number (hal deny ome to o 
qualified,or ſhaldi 1{e any for any offtence,for web cheChare 
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whereby they all ſtand, doth not warrant them, chey are guilry of 
rending their Charter, and they uſurpe a power . not given them by T 
their founder 3 1o is it in the Church, let me giye a tew inſtances ; 
Take the Churches in the Apoſtles time, ſome of them did think it 
utterly unlawful to eat any meat that had been offered to an Idol, 
ſome did think all days were alike, ſome thought that it was utrer- 
ly uolawful to eat any thing, bur berbes, &c, Suppoſe now that the 
number of choſe, who held rheſe opinions, ſhould have gone to the 
reſt of the Church, and laid, You are too lax in Your pronciples # ns 
leſſe you will renounce that carnal, wngodly liberty, which you 
take, to cate in [dols temples, or tocate meat that hath been of- 
fered to an Idol, &c. we profeſſe we muſt renounce communion 
with you, they had been Schilmacicks in doing ſo. If on the other 
fide the Church had called them, and ſaid, Ton by your ſtrift opi- 
nins cut ſhort the liberty Chriſt hath purchaſed for us by Is 
bloud, nxleſſe you lay afide theſe conceits of yours, we caſt you 
ary one Schiſme had laine on my paſt ; _— Nw Charter 
of Chriſtianity hath provided, that for thele things the people of 
God ſhould A 6 from another, but bear - W ih makes os e 
that thereby they might heale one another, 

Come a little nearer our own times, Take the Reformed Chur- 
ches, as now they ſtand, all the Churches of Fraxce and Geneva, 
though they be ſound in their faith, yet generally they are againſt 
the divine inſtitution of the Lords tay. 

Goeto Helvetia amongſt the Switzers, generally the Chiir- 
ches there are againſt all Divine-right of any Church-governmerc, 
and require nothing but che help of the Magiltrate to keep their 


people in order. | 
Go fromthem, if you wil among the Lutherans, among them 
are many (as we ) dangerous opinions, the Arminian points, 


and beſides them, Conſubſtantiation, and the ubiquity of Chriſts 
body, and the like. The like might be (aid in many particulars of 
the Swedes and Danes all theſe Churches bing ſound in the funda- 
menta's, and owned'by Chrift,oughr alſo to own one another ; there 
are indeed ſome dodrines;wherein if men or Churches be nor ſound, 
the Lord Chrift wil haye nothing to.do with them, or if a Churches 
worſhip be Tdolatrous, the Lord Chritt wil not hold communion 

with thern z but there arcifome errours indodrines,and corruptions 
in converſation; for yhich ( Rp like thera nec ) he doth 
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not reze&X them ; apply this to our purpoſe. At this day the Soci» 
n:ians deny the Deity of the Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Deity of the 
Holy Ghoft, the Trinity of Perſons, they deny that Jeſus Chriſt 
hath merited, or ſatisfied for his people, theſe doEtrines overthrow 
our Chrifliarity, and we count the ho!ders of thete ro have nothing 
with Chriſtians in common, but only the name, therefore we -re- 
nounce them. - 

The Papiſts alſo, befides ſome fundamentall errours, as juſtifica- 
tion by the merit of our owne workes, &c. are moſt abominably 
Idolatrous in their worſhip,and the Lord therefore bids us come owt 
from them ; but take all the reſt of the Churches of Chriſt in Ev- 
_ and I humbly conceive that we ought, and mult owne them 
to be Churches of Chriſt ; and therefore when the Calviziſts, and 
the Lutherans had had many diſputes, to fee if they cou.d fetch off 
one another from their principles,and could not doitgthe Calviniſt s 
eyen the holteſt, and learned(t of them,luch as Calvin, Beza, Mar- 
tyr,ZanchyV r ſin, Parens, have offered to owne them as brethren, 
as Churches of Chriſt,and would haye been willing to heare them,to 
receive Sacraments with them: the rigid Lutherans refuſed it, and 
cry out, From communion with the Eahixifts, Good Lord deliver 
#5 : Now ſay I, the Schiſme was on the L«therans par : it the 
Lutherans had offered it, and the Calviniſts had rejected, the 
Schiſme had line on the Calvints part. 

Bring it yet nearer, many of theſe opinions are got in among us, 
eſpecially about free-will , Infant-baptiſme , formes of Church- 
government, &c. and we ſhould not refuſe communion with any of 
them ( ſuppoſing their lives unblameable.) If they will hold com- 
munion with us ; 1 ſay, if they will, for ordinarily erroneous perſons 
are proud, and muſt haye all mens ſheaves bow down to theirs, and 
will cloſe only with teachers and companies according to their owne 
lufts, but if we in a ſpirit of Chriſtian loye would have peace , 
and they refuſe it, then both the errour. and ſchilme lyeth at their 
daore. | V's 

Bart againſt all chis,it may be,and is objeQed:Whata {prchind bird 
would you make a particular church?Suppoſe the church you ſhould 
be an Officer unto,ſhould be ſuch a medial Ge holding the mo- 
rality of the Lords day, ſome denying it, fome for lnfant-baptiſme, 


ſome condemning. it , ſome like the Presbyterian; Ent,» 
others are for the Epiſcopal,others like a Congreicnl beer te 
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end eſpecially among themſeltes. 
eicher of them ; ſome would have their children baptiſed, others 
are utterly againlt it, ſome of them Calvin:ſts, tome Lutherans, to 
have a Church made up. of all theſe, would not this be a reproach to 
you to be a Paſtor to ſuch a flock ? 

To which I anſwer ; what reproach would it be to me to be Pa- 
flor of ſuch a Church. as Jeſus Chriſt is a head of ? If the Church 
of Chrilt,wherein his Spitit rules, co whom he is a head, and which 
ſhal be ſaved, be made up of all theſe what reproach ( if prejudice 
did not blinde mens eyes ) could ic be to any of us, co have ſuch 
members to be members of our Congregations ? 

Bur doe you then intend a toleration of all thete opinions ? would 
you have Lutherans, and eAnti-ſabbatarians, Anabaptiſts, and 
others toleratedamong us ? 

[ arſaer fiilt, what che Magiſtrates office is about toleration, or 
non=tolerarion, I have nothing to doe to meddle with at this time 3 
my doctrine confines me to {peake only of Church focbearance, ard 
upon that account. 

I anſwer, if by toleration, you meane an approbation of theſe , 
God forbid, we mult approve of no errour, we ſhould all ſeeke to 
make one another imbrace every truth of Chriſt ; Bur if by toleraci- 
on you meane a not cutting them off, ualeſſe they lay downe their 
e:rours and renounce them, that indeed I plead for, we ſhould hold 
Chriſtian communion with them.for Chiilt thus beares with them, 
and will haye us beare one with another ; and as it is in our naturall 
body, if a man have an ulcer in his hand or hisTeg.if ordinary medi- 
cines wil not cure it,ke wil waittill the ſtrength of nature work out 
the humour, or till by the providence of God, he can light of ſome 
more happy medicines,thea yet haye been propounded, but he will 
not cut his hand or his leg off, ſo long as it may be any wayes uſe- 
tulltohim z fo is the caſe here. 

Thirdly, Some willyet objeCt, indeed if you meane to bear with 
them for a while, till the truth bath been ſet before them, that they 
have all meanes of conviRtion, it wil be granted ; but ſuppoſe all 
paines have been taken, the truth hath been propounded, they have 
been reaſoned with, and they (till hold the fame, then they may be 
jadged obſtinare and ſelf-condemned, 

I anfwer plainly,faith,as it is the imbracing of any particular truth 
15 25 well the viſt of Gods Spirit, as that faich whereby we receive 
Chriſt for oux Saviour, no wiſdome, or thethoricke of man can _ 
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make a man receive the faith of any one doArine of Chriſtianity, 
till Gods Spirit inable him,and it is afar eaſher matter to now+p/ms a 
man in diſputing, then it is to clear his underſtanding,and inable him 
to receive a truth ; and when ſuch perſons do appeal to the ſearcher 
of hearts, that it is meer want of light which hinders them from be- 
ing of one minde, our Chriſtian love (which ever judgeth the beſt ) 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied, eſpecially when their lives are unblameable, we 
muſt not take upon us to be Lords of their faith ; and therefore after 
many diſputes and conferences be:ween the diſſenting Churches in 
Germany , when they were not able to diſpute one another 
out of their principles (as I before noted) the Ca/viniſts propoun- 
ded to hold an amicable Chriſtian communion one with another;and 
if in a fair debating way they could afterward fatisfie one another, 
well 2nd good, in the meane time they would wair, till Chriſt 
weuld give more light : and upon this account, the Calviniſts and 
Lutherans in Polonia doe at this day live in concord, both of them 
retaining their opinions. 

And in truth, we all profeſſe to doe the ſame toward them ; for I 
hardly know any amongſt us, but confeſle the Helverians, Luthe- 
rans, &c- aretrue Churches, notwithſtanding their errours : Now 
( fay 1) ſhal a company affociated in ſuch, and ſuch opinions, bee 
counted a true Church ? and ſhalnot a particular man, who holds 
the ſame points, be counted a true viſible member ? or ſhal we hold 
communion with them in Germany, and ſhal we deny it to our bre- 
thren in Erg/and? God forbid, that the exerciſe of our Chriſtian 
charity, and communion ſhould vary, according as Regions vary. 
If whole Churches be owned, becaule of their faith and holinefle of 
life ( notwithſtanding their errours ) to be true viſible Churches, 
then oxe 14x that hath thoſe errours, may goe for a true viſible 
Chriſtian, becaule of his faith and holineſſe. Andin truth they who 
arethe brethren of our elder brother, are our brethren, wil we, nil 
we, and we ſhal repent, if we uſe them not as brethren, 

Yet againe, it wil be ſaid, but Pax/ did wiſh they were all car 
off that troubled the Galatians. 

I anſwer ; But mark who they were, they were ſuch who brought 
ſuch a doin that he profcſt,it they imbraced it,Chriſt Would pre 
fit them nothing ; they, who would ſer up a new Chriſt, a new way 
of ſalyation,ro ſetk juſtification by their own works, he prayed they 
might be cutoff,bur he never wiſhed it for exrours of a lower __ 
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But laſtly, ſome may yet demand, and fay, What ifthey,who 
hold ſuch Opinions, joyn in communion with you, ard in your 
communion make it their worke and praCtiſe; ( for errour is very 
Pragmatical) to draw all the reſt of your company into their errors, 
—_ to infect all ; yea, to put all into - 0 of diviſion and 
confuſion, unlefle they can prevaile. Shall we induce to fee our bre- 
thren,and our people before our eyes drawae into errors, although 
thoſe errors, it may be; are not fundamertall? 


I anſwer 3 Firſt, I know no great hurt for men to be permitted Rom. 14.2 2. 


modeſtly, and humbly to debate among their Brechren the thirgs 
wherein they differ z Bur, | 

Secondly, Ianſwer z If men,who hold differing opinions in theſe 
lefler points, can neither be content to follow Pa#/s counlel, to have 
their faith, in theſe, to themſelves before God ,nor modeſtly pro- 
pound their arguments ,and grounds,and {o be quier,bur muſt make 
it their work to draw (it may be) weak ones, into doub:ful diſputa- 
tions, and thereby take them off from the ſtudy and proſecution 
of more weighty things ; I can bee no Advocate forſuch people, if 
they judge t ſpreading of their opinions to be (uch a duty, that 
they take themſelyes bound in conſcience,to do all that is poſible,to 
draw all others in to themg I know no remedy but ſuch people muſk 
be contented to with-draw, and joyne with ſuch Churches, where 
their opinions are received ; for it cannot be conjeRured tharin any 
Society, of any nature, men will be quietly tolerated,who ſhall pro- 
feſſedly be bourefues, and kindle-fires, to diſturbe their peace, and 
alwayes putting them into flames. 

Suppoſe a man weve of Eroſts his opinion, that there is no 
Church-Goyernmene by Chriſts appointmeng, and yet withall 
ſhould joyne in a Congregarionall, or Presbyterian way, and they 
alſo willing to joyre in Church- Fellowſhip with him , as knowing 
his errour not to be fundamentall, if this man will now make it his 
worke to draw them off, from what they beleeye to be Chriſts Or- 
dinance, and their duty,that they muſt either all yeeld to him or cn- 
joy no quiet, this I ſay will prove intolerable ; thus allo it is in Civil 

ociations. 

Suppoſe in avy Corporation, where a Courtof Aldermen; or 
Common=Counſell ſhould bee Judges , ifthe major part judge any 
Cauſe before them,and the reſidue, who judge otherwiſe, wil not be 
content to fit downe, but be —_ ing, and calumniating 

the 
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the reſt, charging them to be erroneous, or unrighteous Judges; fuch 
uequiet and turbulent carriage oyer-throws all, and is not compati- 
ble with humane Society. 

Beloved, I beſeech you pardon me, that I have been folong up- 
en this third Branch, for 1 confeſle it is deeply ſettled upon my ſpi- 
rit, that were this rule received, it would have a great influence up= 
on the healing of our diyifions ; . I know indeed, that many learned 
and holy menthink otherwiſe, and doe conceive, that their zeale for 
Chriſtstruch muſt nor ſuffer them thus far to tolerate them,who ho!d 
errors derogatory to the truth of Chriſt ;but I humbly conceive that 
zeale for Chriſts truth ſhould never uſe other meanes to preſerye 
Chriſts truth, then Chriſt himſelfe hath appointed ; zeale to preſerye 
Juſtice, and Righteoulneſſe, and to puniſh diſorders in a Common» 
wealth is yery commendable, but yer that zeale would not be com= 
mendableina Magiftrate, who ſhould hang a man for ſuch a fault, 
for which the Law hath only appointed the houſe of Correction, or 
Whipping-poſt. Ler us confine our ſelyes to Chriſts rules, and then 

: let our zeale burn, as hot as may be. 
4 Trey — Fourthly, There is yet one ſort more, and they areſuch, whoſe 
_ | priaciples cry them to ſeparate from particularChurches for light 
_ _— cauſes; ſuppoſe ſome defe&ts,or ſome miſcarriages-in their Church 
Churches for government, it may be, ſome too Oreat COnnivence at unworthy or 
light cauſes, 1candalous perfons,or ir may be ſome defeAs or milcarriages in their 
publick adminiſtrations. I ſay, the renting off, and departing from 
particular Churches for ſuch cauſes, as theſe, wil be found to bG bur 
Schiſm, to ſeparate from Churches, from which Chriſt doth not ſe- 
parate,is ſchiſinatical ; now it is cleare in the Scripture, Chriſt Jeſus 
owneth Churches,who are defeCtive in many things, and if, as 1 fatd 
before,Churches ſhould bear with particular perſons in their errors, 
certainly particular perſons ſhould bear with Churches ; and there. 
fore when a Churches faith is ſound forthe ſubllance.and their wor- 
ſhip Goſpel-worſhip,though their Government be not perfeR,and 
other defeRts found among them, we mult not leparate ; and ſepa- 
ration from them is the more unjuſt, if that Church bee ſeeking for 
light, and willing to be informed ; I grant, there may bee flitting 
from one Church to another,for greater edification,which is without 
condemning that Church, they flit from : but ſeparation from a true 
Church for want of ſome deſirable ptrfeRion, is a fruir of this bit- 
ter root of Schiſme, becauſe it rents where Chuift rents nor z for if 
Vic 
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_ to rend off, we mult rend, and rend, and rend, for ought I knoxw, to 


knowne, there is no Saint in any part of the world , but where cyer 


and eſpertally among themſelves. 35 
we looke into the Scripture, we ſhal find there were Churcl- ez, who 

had many errours in Faith, others diſorderly in their Worſhip, 0+ 

thers had many among them looſe jntheir converſations, but not one 

word of the HolyGhotts counſelling the Lords people to with-draw 

from them, or to go and gather into a body by themlſclyes ; they 

are often called upon to do what they can, to heale them, bur nor 

one word of {eparating from them, or with-drawing from them ; gb, ro, 25, 
indeed we ſometimes read of ſome, who ſeparated themſelves, but Jude 5. 
we may alſo read in the ſame places, what ſad brands the Spirit of 

God gives them ; and ſhould ic bee lawful for eyety errour, and 

evecy miſcarriage, or for the want of tome defirable perfection thus 


the end of the world , and the union and communion of Chrlts 
people would come almoſt to nothing 3 whereas he would have all 
his throughout the world, as they injoy communion with himlſelfe, 
ſo to injoy ( as their occaſionand need requires) communion with 
all his Saints z now ſuch limitations and reſtrictions, as theſe are, 
make ſich a communion impoſſible ; Iam veri'y perſwaded, thar 
were the union and communion cf che people of Chriſt rightly 


he comes,might demand uponthe profeſlion of his faith, and his vo- 
luntary ſubje&ion tothe Goſpe), his right in the Ocdinances, hear 
the Word with them, pray with them, receive the Sacrament with 
them 3 1 fay onely upon that ticker, that hee profeſſeth that faith, 
which is the common faith of Gods people, and while hee is with 
them, walkes according to the Goſpel rule ; now where mens prin- 
ciples doe ſhutthem up, afterthe manner I have been treating of, 
theſe things are not praCticable. I ſhut up all this difcourle , 
conceraing all theſe, who are (chitmatical chrough erroneous judge- 
ments , with this briefe corollary ; The communion of Saints one 
with another is not only a priviledge, but a duty injoyned by Chriſt, 
he hath not lefc vs at hap to chaſe with whom we wil hold com 
munion, and to refuſe whom we liſt, no ; as ever wee wil appear 
before him with comfort, wee muſt hold communion with thole, 
who profeſle his name, and labour to keep with them all,the wnity , 

kan 4 _— . me are 
of the Spirit inthe bond of peace. Now, as theſe are (chilmatical g,p;c..:..11 
from erroneous judgements, fo there are others from principles of  fromprincjp!es 
corrupt heart, 1 ſhall only name them, and indeed naming them is of a corrupr 
ſufficient to cunyince chem, for no man dares take upon him to heart. 
: | F 2 juſtific 
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juſtifie them, yer named they muſt be, for they are as miſcheyious 


 1As ſelf-loyeis 1 , ' 
and felf-fces Firſt, therefore all ſelfe-lovers, and ſelfe-ſeekers, with whom all 
kees. others in their affetions and ſpirits are regarded, onely as they can 
makeuſe of them ;z we know that if the members ofthe body were 
thus affeRed, the whole body would ſoon periſh, Private-wealths- 
men, are never good Commonwealths-men ; Pax! exhoited the 
Phil. 2. 4, Saints rot to lookg wpon our owne _— » but every man on 
the things of others, elle it is impoſſible, but we muſt divide from 
Plutarch, them, as our private intereſtleads us : This (elt-ſeeking ruined and 
overthrew Carthage, and the other, of ſeeking the llich-mende, 
built up Rowe, and fo is it in our great , aad ſpiritual Common- 
wealth. 


2 Proud and Secondly, All proud, inſolent, arcogant, high- minded men, who. 


bigh-mindcd muſt have rule, and beare {way where eyer they come, or who uſe 

tpirirs. to deſpiſe and contemn others, I have no need of thee, full of them- 
elves, and fleighting of others : This ſpirit of pride is a curſed root 
bringing forth hereſic, ſchiſme, contention, and every evil work, The 
firſt rent which ever was in Gods family, was the pride ofthe An- 
gels, and-eyer fince it hath born the like ftuitz examples are innume- 
rable,Cain,Eſau,Corah, Dathan &c. 

3 Quarrelſome Thirdly, All quarrelſome, railing, froward fpirits,who upon every 

and railing IPi” 1; (ent from them in any opinion, or io matters of converſation, fall 

v_ into railing language, branding others with odious terms, ſeeking to 
make them intamous and hateful : railing never cures errour, or in- 
firmity,”'but keeps diviſion open,and makes the breach wider; truth 
and loye joyned together may work great things, but truth and bit- 
ternefle can do little. 


4 Buſic-bodies, Fourthly, And fo are all bufie- bodies, who muſt have an oare in. 


every mans boar, who cannot be content to keep within their owne 
calling, but as the Apoſtle expreſleth chieir nature in this Text, are 
Rom. 2..2* iſe, or thinke more highly ofthemſelves then they ought to think; 


3 Pet-4+ 15. "1theſe polypragmatical ſpirits, which delight to be Biſhops in all 


mens Diocefſles, are dangerous perſons, nothing more divides or 
rends the body, then when the members. keepe not co-their owne 


worke. 


5 All fatious making parties, (though it may be) they draw them not into a new 


ſpirits, Chucch, yer divide inco ſeyeral parties, fome for Paxls, and _ 
ot 


And fiftly, All fa&ious-people,who,where ever they come wikbe 


— 
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- for Apollos, and ſome for another, andallthar is but ro make them» 
ſelyes ſeem ſome body,and ſerve their own bellies. 

Paul-often complains of ſuch kind of men, theſe carnal men made 
the ſchilme in Corinth, oftheſe he admoniſhes the Romans, Mark 
th:m, who cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the dottrine, 
which you have learned,and avoid them; for they that are ſuch, _ = 

Serve not our Lord Jeſwa Chriſt, but their owne bellies, Avery ak 
{ad ſentence. 6 

Sixtly, and laſtly, All they, whoſe fpirits carry them to foment and 6 All who de. 
cherriſh ſuch, as make rents and diyifions, who not onely bear with light inthe (0. 
ſuch,as we would bear with a diſeaſe,ſo bear with;as yerto lancer, ©<'y of Schil- 
and ſeek to cure it, but delighrin them-asto- make them the men of mT, 
their counfel and confederacy, and thereby doe harden then in their 
way, expoſe themfelyes unto ſnares, and occaſion others who are 
weak, to incline to theſe dividers.all theſe, ſome from one p nciple, 
others from another, help to rend and-diyige thatbody; which Chritt 
would have preferved in unity. 4, fu" 

I have thus far,according to my weaknefle, difcogered to you the: 
erue cauſes,and in part the inſtruments of our woful diviſions, which | } 
have made the Church of Chriſt preſenrit felfe fuch a cuefal fpefta- 
cle,as it. is at this day : what remaines,but P__ rwo things ? 

Firſt, That we all lament this, and moutnforic. 251 

Secondly, Fhatwe all labour to help to cure it, z't 

Firft, That weall lament it ; T confefle onr divifions-in opinions Exhort. 1, 
are yery fad, but our divided affeRions are ſadder? were our ſpi- 79 lamenrour 
rits unned, the {pirir of loye would have ſuch a power upon-our ©Vions. 
hearts, that when we had once learned to folowthertruth in love, 
truth and loye would carry all before them :- Ab, that God: wou!d 
teach us to lay it to heart, and to mourne, that-ywee ſhould \be 2s fo 
many [\hmaels,our ſword againſt every manandevery aoainſt 
vs, Beloved, we little confider how precious the peace of the Church 
of Chriſt ought to be, eye more precious then our lives zi we little 
conſider how diſhonourable our diyifions areto-Jeſus- Chrilt, - mt- 
king his Fernſalem appeare as-Babel, a diſorderedand confated 
heap, when he dyed to- make us one and prayedto his Father that 
we might be one, we thus to expoſe his-body: to be afcorne and-re- 
prodch,is very fad. We little confider how pleaſing our divifions are 

roSatan,who prevails upon our -— gh He we thu$furiouſly buſic 
2 our 


Ephtef 1.320; 
lohn I7, 214 
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Exhort. 2, 


The Lnity of the Saints with Chrif, 
our heads;norhow pleaflag arethey to our common enemies,who,ho 
doubt do fecretly.foment them,that thereby they may deftroy us.and 
get the rule over us ;our diviſtons and ſub-diyifions are ſtrong wea = 
pons in their hands againſt us. Little doe wee lay to heart theſe 


things 3 if wee did , our hearts would bleed in ſecret for them ; 
and I humbly:beſeech you, ler theſe things be to us for a lamenta- 


ions - bl * b» oe p » 
And ſecondly, Labour to heale them; Beloved, it muſt be done, 


To endeavour Chriſt wil baye-it done, he wil compel us to it, he wil beat us into 
to cure-them- one, or he wil beat us til we ate none 3 he wil not bear long, if we 


' remain as we are, andrherefore let all Gods people firſt pray ear- 


r Pry forit! cofily for it, Ob pray: for the peace of Jeruſalem, intreate the 


neceflary to be found in all, wich whom we oughtto hold and cxer- 


Prince of peace; and the-Spiriz/of peace to grant us peace, to heale 
our diviſions, to raiſe up healing ioſtruments, make it our ſupplica- 
tion eyery day, that our Lord,the good Samaritan, would poure in 
oyle and wine, and bind up thele our woful rents, he, and he alone 
can doe it, I read, that when the diviſions in Gerwazy about mat= 
ters'of Religion, wete extreary het and fierce, the Emperor (harles 
the fifth made a decrees. called the Zxterim, that there ſhould bee 
common and publick peace in Germany, and none to make war up=- 
on other for the cauſe of Religion, but that Chriſtian amity ſhould 
be practiſed by alluntil;a free and general Councel ſhould be cal- 
led:Oh pray to Chriſt for ſugh an Interim, that we might not quar- 


xel, but live in love, #»tzl{ himftlfe reveale ſuch light, as wil make 


his people alt of one minde 3 Charles madethe Decree, but could 
not giye the heart : our Lord can giye the Decree and the heart alſo. 
Follow him with this Suites - > bj] 

[And ({econdiy; 'Lgt us nat onely pray, but let us labour to pro- 
mote tt, and let us to this end, examine. our owne principles,and let 
us count no principle. no affeion, no diſpoſition of ſpirit worth 
the keeping, which wil not ler us bee one with them, with whom 


_Chriſt-is 0ne,and let us beleeve, that while we are in this world, we 


ſhal all of us:know in parts and but in part; beleeve in'part, and but 
in part 3 let us never expect to finde in tis life, all who agree in fun- 
dametital' truths , to. agree in all other truths ; and let us be- 
leeve, that though eyery truth of Chriſt be precious, and worthy to 
be contended for, yet every truth is not neceflary to falyationy nor 


ciſe 


 @ndeſpecially among themſelves, | | 29 
aſe Chriftias comm dion a__——_ which are wholeſome, yer | 
Cannot be reliſhed'by all, with whom we. may fit at the ſame table; 


' while we are here, we ſhal often ſee cauſe, to differ in ur judge- 


mnt about many precious truths, but wee ſhall neyerſee cauſe to 

differ in affetton from thoſe whom Jeſus Chriſt loveth, Certainly, 

I may. love , where Chriſt loyes ; and I may -imbrace,. where 

Chrilt imbraceth ; and TI may nor interdi&, where Chriſt doth not 

interdi&, and wee ray, and ought to bee of one heart withthem, 

with whom wee cannot be of one minde in all things ; the time is 

coming when we ſhal be of one inde. Luther and Calvin are of 

one mind ia heayen,while their Diſciples wrangle on earth: at which 

day he will appeare with more comfort , who beares and forbeares 

with his weak and erring brethren, then he is like ro do, that /oves 

not h is brather ; ſure I am this is Pauls counſel, who ſaid, Where- Phil, 3.15. 
towe have attained, let us mind the ſame things, and if any be 

otherwiſe minded, the Lord will reveale it to him in his due time. 

And therefore I conclude this Uſe with that ſpeech of the Apoſtle, ©91-3-14-15. 


eAbove all, pat on love, that is the band of perfetion, and 


let the peace of God rule in your yeartt;” Frneae that peace the 
Lord Jelus Chriſt is the Authour of , ler that rule in your hearts ; 
The Greeke word figniftes, let it bee as the Officer the Greekes 
had in their folemne Games., who determined and quieted all dif- 
ferences , inall ftrifes and contentions, to whom he gave the Palm, 
that quieted all the reſt ; So let the peace of God be ſuch a bra- 
beutes, letitrule inour hearts, : And-the Spirit of God preſleth ir 
there upon this yery ground, becauſe we are called thireuns in 
one Fn way 
We are brethren, let us not ſtrive, or if we do contend, let us con- 
tend who ſhal be moſt holy, who ſhal love moſt, who ſhal beare 
molt one with another,till that bleſſed day come,when Chriſts lighe 
ſhal ſhine ſo perfe&ly upon us, that wee ſhal be all of one minde, 
and one heart inall things, | 
Thus much for the firſt great duty, That Saints are all ane 
body, therefore there ſhould be no ſchiſme, no diviſions among 
nem, 
The ſecond is, That all the members ſhould have the like Vſe 2. 
care one of another ; that is, they ſhould not onely /ove one Th* membas: 


another , and ſtudy to bee at peace one with another , but they =”_u —_ | 


ſhould ;her. 


hate ha) I the under 
Fel pm Lind give a | 


- ® 


